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Filing date (also the priority 
date if this is the first filing) 

About 4 to 6 months after 
the filing date 

About 9 months after 
the filing/priority date 

About 18 months from 
the filing/priority date 

No later than 6 months 
from the publication date 

About 12 months after 
the Examination Request 

Normally no later than 
4½ years from the 
priority date, or else 
application is refused 

Please note that this flowchart 
is for general information only, 
and that time scales will vary 
depending on circumstances.  

This can be done when filing 
the patent application, to 
accelerate grant 

No later than 12 
months from the 
priority date 

Response accepted 
by Patent Office? 

Inform client of allowance 
and enter details on renewal 

record 

Prepare and File Application: 
Description, Drawings, Claims, 

Abstract & Search Request 
(optionally claim priority from an 

earlier filing) 
 

Search Report sent to client 

Add new matter to 
application? 

Optionally amend claims 

PATENT GRANTED 
Grant certificate sent to client 

Renewal fees payable annually 
to the 20th year from filing date

If amendments are needed, file a 
Response to the Examination 

Report 

Examination Report received 
and sent to client 

File Examination Request 

Published Application sent 
to client 

No 

Update and Re-file 
Application claiming 

priority 

Search Report sent to 
client. 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

UK Patent Applications – filed with Search Request 

January 2013 


